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Students Grade Professors
“The Economist” produces the first global ranking of teachers voted on by 
students. Seventeen candidates from Spanish business schools find a place 
in the ranking

The die is cast. The names of the 
business administration professors 
most highly rated by students 
world-wide are unveiled. Last 
Friday marked the end of the first 
phase of the competition launched 
by The Economist for best teacher 
award 2012, endowed with a cash 
prize of 100,000 dollars. Now it is 
up to the jury to choose 4 teachers 
from among the 10 most voted, who 
will travel to London to compete for 
this succulent prize, after teaching a 
class also voted on by students.

This novel initiative, the first inter-
national ranking of teachers, rather 
than universities, business schools 
or educational programs, “is of 
great value for checking the extent 
of the power of social networks 
and students who, for the first time, 
will be the ones to decide. It will be 
a good reflection of how decision 
making power is being transferred 
to end-users in the economy”, says 
Alexis Mavrommatis, professor at 
EADA, whose candidacy in the 
contest sponsored by The Econo-
mist was presented by a former 
student of the international MBA 
program where he teaches, Ekateri-
na Bozhikova, who currently works 
for the German branch of Google.

“Universities in 
emerging countries 
outrank those of the 
United States”
The first surprise encountered in the 
ranking is that the most prominent 
positions are not held by professors 
from the universities and business 
schools that regularly appear in the 
top positions of the most highly 
regarded international lists. Not 
Harvard, or Stanford, or MIT... The 
ranking is headed by teachers from 
the Fundaçao Dom Cabral in Brazil, 
the British Durham University and 
the GIBS Business School in South 
Africa. None of the most emblema-
tic centres have representatives in 
the top ten positions.

The presence of professors from 
Spanish Business Schools on this 
list of 220 candidates is particu-
larly noteworthy. While there are 
no representatives from national 
universities, there are 17 teachers 
from the IE Business School (which 
participates with ten teachers), the 
IESE (with three), EADA, OBS On-
line Business School, the European 
Business School and ESIC. The 
ratings received from their students 
are also worthy of mention. Three 
are ranked among the best 25 

professors in the world: Jan Simon 
(IESE), Rafael Pampillón (IE) and 
Pankaj Ghemawat (IESE). Five are 
among the top 50 and 11 are in the 
top 100. Of the seventeen, seven are 
Spanish and only one is a woman 
(the scarce presence of women is a 
constant throughout the ranking).

For Jan Simon, the IESE professor 
with the most votes, “the competi-
tion initiative has merit, although 
I have my doubts about the me-
thodology”. Rafael Pampillón, the 
highest ranked Spanish professor, 
concurs with his colleague on this 
point and explains that the list con-
tains a mixture of Undergraduate, 
MBA and Executive MBA profes-
sors “so that if you teach classes to 
a large number of students and the 
school promotes your candidacy, 
you have a better chance”. Even 
so, all the participants consulted 
consider that just being a candidate 
represents important recognition 
from students and helps achieve 
greater visibility. They also point 
out that the criteria used to rank 
the sector will always be subjective.

So, what better way than to ask 
teachers and students what requi-
rements the best professor in the 
world should meet. This is where 
there are different opinions. Let’s 
start with the students.

Spanish Business 
Schools place three 
professors among the 
top 25 in the world: 
Simon, Pampillón and 
Ghemawat

In the opinion of Martin Axnick, a 
second-year student from Germany 
in the IESE MBA program, the best 
teacher on the planet (he voted for 
Simon) must have “international 
experience, responsibilities in 
the department and the ability to 
communicate and connect with 
people”. Views that are echoed in 
part by Gerardo Berea, a student 
from Mexico enrolled in the same 
international program at IE. In his 
opinion, the best teacher must have 
“clarity, passion and a universal 
and multidisciplinary approach to 
contextualize the subject matter”. 
He voted for his professor, Gonzalo 
Garland, because “his passion is 
contagious and he motivates you to 
study on your own”.

Ekaterina Bozhikova also studied 
the same Master’s degree three 
years ago at EADA and believes 
“like the majority of my former 
classmates”, that Alexis Mavrom-
matis is the best professor in the 
world because “he contributes to 
developing the excellence of EADA 
and many of his teachings are valid 
to me in my daily work”. She be-
lieves that a professor must have a 
profound understanding of the sub-
ject matter he teaches and be able 
to explain it so that people from 
different nationalities and cultures 
can understand it, while providing 

leadership in classroom discussions 
and offering conclusions.

According to Mavrommatis, good 
teachers must inspire students and 
“make people see things differently 
or broaden their horizons. That 
is the key”, she affirms, convinced 
that traditional academic styles 
need to change in order to include 
more emotional criteria. For 
instance, passion; the requirement 
highlighted by Jan Simon, along 
with “limitless energy to ensure that 
students understand everything”. 
Gonzalo Garland, of IE Business 
School, speaks of the need to 
maintain structure and rhythm in 
the classroom to achieve this, so 
that students can understand and 
advance in the subject matter; in 
addition to sensitivity and honesty 
towards students. In short, when 
attending a class taught by Professor 
Pampillón, it is clear that things 
have changed. Teaching today 
is much more participatory and 
focused, as he puts it, on “making 
difficult things easy for students and 
encouraging them to ask questions 
and discuss issues”. For Pampillón, 
research and humility are essential 
qualities in a teacher. His young 
disciples consider him to be the best 
professor in the world.

The best at Spanish Schools

The most voted word-
wide

1. Jan Simon. IESE (ranked 19). 2. Rafael Pampillón. IE Business School (23).  3. Pankaj Ghemawat. IESE (25).  4. Alexis Mavrommatis. EADA 
(33).  5. Luis Toro. OBS Online Business School (38).  6. Gonzalo Garland. IE Business School (55).  7. José Ignacio Gafo. IE Business School (63).  
8. Evgeny Káganer. IESE (73).  9. Alberto Leopoldo. IE Business School (84). 10. Javier Ortego. European Business School (89).

1. Rivadávia Neto. Fundaçao 
Dom Cabral, Brazil
2. Jie Guo. Durham University, 
England
3. Adrian Saville. Gordon Insti-
tute of Business Science (GIBS), 
South Africa
4. Nikhil Zaveri. SEMCOM, 
India
5. Roy Zuniga. INCAE, Nicara-
gua-Costa Rica
6. Mark Laplante. University of 
Georgia, U.S.A.
7. Sharadindu Pandey. Gautam 
Buddha University, India
8. Ranjeet Nambudiri. Indian 
Institute of Management, India
9. Clinton Longenecker. Univer-
sity of Toledo, U.S.A.
10. Darren Dahl. University of 
British Columbia, Canada
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